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NEWS AND NOTICES 
This department is devoted to news of appointments, promotions, deaths, and other 
events of interest to historians of mathematics. For this information, Historia Mathematics 
depends upon interested individuals everywhere to send items of timely interest to the 
Editor so that the wider community of historians of mathematics may be kept informed of 
noteworthy activity throughout the world. 
Laboratoire d’histoire des sciences et des techniques 
CNRS-UPR 21 (Paris, France) 
49 Rue Mirabeau, F-75016, Paris, France 
Telephone: 45 27 66 30-40 50 16 90 
Director: Jean Dhombres 
Adjunct Director: Lute Giard 
Created in 1986, this research unity of the CNRS succeeded to a group founded 
in 1968 by RenC Taton, who was also its first director, followed in 1983 by Maurice 
Caveing. The group actually includes 13 researchers (depending directly from the 
CNRS), plus 26 associate researchers/teachers (from the University or other 
institutions). 
The activities of the group focus on the history of exact sciences (astronomy, 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, and medicine), from antiquity to the 20th cen- 
tury, with an emphasis on the classical period, and the history of scientific institu- 
tions and communities. History of mathematics is a major domain of the group, 
including the history of the mathematization process in other sciences. 
Briefly described, the main research themes of the 13 research fellows are the 
following for the present time: 
MICHEL BLAY: Mathematization and conceptuali 
ment, at the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries. 
zation of the science of move- 
CHRISTINE BLONDEL: History of electricity (18th-20th centuries), science and 
technology (instrumentation, electrotechnology, wireless telegraphy). 
MAURICE CAVEING: Ancient Babylonian, Egyptian, and Greek mathematical 
sciences; editing with Bernard Vitrac, of a French translation and commentary of 
the Euclidean Elements. 
CATHERINE CHEVALLEY: Philosophical foundations of classical science, and its 
crisis due to the creation of quantum theory (1900- 1927). 
AMY DAHAN-DALMEDICO: Mathematical physics in the 19th century. Social 
history of mathematics of World War II, around the Ecole Polytechnique. 
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JEAN DHOMBRES: History of mathematics: Axiomatization, functional analysis 
till nowadays, method of exhaustion. The scientific community during the French 
Revolution. Editing of Monge’s and Desargues’ complete works. History of scien- 
tific teaching. 
LUCE GIARD: History of logic during the Renaissance. Science, philosophy, 
and the history of the universities (13th-16th centuries); the role of the Jesuit 
order (16th-17th centuries). 
MICH~LE GOUPIL: 18th century chemistry. Editing of the Lavoisier correspon- 
dence. 
KHALIL JAOUICHE: Arabian mathematics, with an emphasis on the theory of 
parallels. 
MICHEL PIERRE LERNER: Science and philosophy at the Renaissance. History 
of astronomy, from Copernicus to Descartes. Editing of the collected works of 
Copernicus. 
JEANNE PEIFFER: History of mathematical analysis, from Leibniz to Euler. 
Editing of the Bernoulli-Varignon correspondence. 
GUY PICOLET: History of the members of the Academic des sciences before the 
reorganization of 1699. 
DORU TODERICIU: Chemistry of coloring matters. 
